
& English for Communication (HS 13001) 

Final Semester Examination Spring 2013 Duration 2 hours Students: 650 
Total Marks 50 (30 +20 conducted separately in classes earlier) 

Answer all the questions 

Section 1 

Q. 1, In The Imperialism of Language, Ngugi Wa Thiong'o is not against English as a common language 
of the world, but against any language occupying the dominant position by causing death to some other 
languages. Do you agree? Respond to this comment with a close reading of the text 

or 
What makes that particular afternoon 'marvellous' for Balthazar? Is it really marvellous? Elaborate with 
reference to the story by Marquez. 

Q. 2. What picture of 'life' and 'reality' do we get from the poems: The Butterfly and Two Friends? 
Discuss with reference to the texts. 

or 
How does the poet sprinkle 'Indianess' into his poem The Railway Clerltl Discuss with reference to the 
text. 

Section 2 ..... 1 ." . ·--··. 

Right now, I am looking at a shelf full of relics, a collection of has-beens, old-timers, antiques, fossils. 
Right now I am looking at a shelf full ofbooks. Yes, that's right. Ifyou have some spare cash (the going 
rate is about $89) and are looking to enhance your wadP!g ex~ri.e{lce,.then I highly suggest you consider 

·purchasing an e-reader. E-readers are replacing the books of old,. and I welcome them with open arms (as 
you should). 

If you haven't heard of an e-reader and don't know what it is, then please permit the following 
explanation. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-book is a book-length 
publicationdnldigital :fonn;1~9n&isting of text, images, or both, and produced on, published through, and 
readable on computers or other electronic devices. Sometimes the equivalent of a conventional printed 
book, e-books can also be born digital. The Oxford Dictionary of English defines the e-book as "an 
electronic version of a printed book," but e-books can and do exist without any printed equivalent. 

So now you know what an e-reader is. But y.o~ still may be wondering why they put printed books 
to shame. E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space, are environmentally friepdly, 
and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books do not. 

E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space. The average e-reader can store 
thousands of digital books, providing a veritable library at your fmgertips. What is more, being the size 
and weight of a thin hardback, the e-reader itself is relatively petite. It is easy to hold and can fit in a 
pocketbook or briefcase easily. This makes handling ponderous behemoths such as War and Peace, Anna 
Karenina, and Les Miserables a breeze. Perhaps the only drawback to the space-saving aspect of an e
reader is that it requires you to find new things to put on your shelves. 

In addition, e-readers are superiprto,bQok&·because;th~yia@.,~UJ;vjronmentally friendly. The average 
novel is about 300 pages long. So, if a novel is printed 1000 times, it will use 300,000 pieces of paper. 
That's a lot of paper! Ifthere are about 80,000 pieces of paper in a tree, this means it takes almost 4 trees to 
make these 1000 books. Now, we know that the average bestseller sells about 20,000 copies per week. 
That means thaqt tak:e~.<.we:r:.J.O.O t;r.~s ,ea«h.·m®.th.t.W.sustain,thisrat~ .. And for the super bestsellers, these 
figures increase·dramatically.1For. example; tbe.l:larry-:Rotter,beok~eries-has sold over 450 million copies. 
That's about 2 million trees! Upon viewing these figures, it is not hard to grasp the severe impact of printed 
books on the environment. Since e-readers use no trees, they represent a significant amount of preservation 
in terms of the environment and its resources. 

Finally, e-readers are superior to books bec~]lse th.e~,prQ;v.ide 1helpful reading tips and tool~ that 
printed books do not. The typical e-reader allows its user to customize letter size, font, and line spacing. It 
also allows highlighting and electronic bookmarking. Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an 
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overview of a book and then jump to a specific location based on that overview. While these are all nice 
features, perhaps the most helpful of all is the ability to get dictionary defmitions at the touch of a finger. 
On even the most basic e-reader, users can conjure instant definitions without having to hunt through a 
physical dictionary. 

It can be seen that e-readers are superior to printed books. They save space, are environmenlally 
friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books do not. So what good are printed 
books? Well, they certainly make nice decorations. 

Identify the most appropriate choice in each case: 

I) As used in paragraph 1, it can be inferred that "relics," "has-beens, old-timers, antiques, fossils" are all 
words that describe something 

A. ancient 
B. useless 
C. outdated 
D. pathetic 

2) The tone of the author can best be described as 
A. shrewd. . .. ··••-ll.JuH•;',. ,· ..... 
B.connivihg" .. , '.~,,,·,;! ·" ·'' · '·-· ,;,,_ 
C. persuasive 
D. authoritative 

3) According to the author, e-books 
I. were all once printed books 
II. may be "born digital" 
III. are able to display images 

A. I only 
B. I and II only 
C. II and ill only 
D. I, II, and ill 
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4) A thesis statement is a sentence that clearly describes what the author plans to discuss. Based on this 
information, which of the following sentences from the passage is the thesis statement? 

A. If you have some spare cash (the going rate is about $89) and are looking to enhance your 
'reading experience, then I highly suggest you consider purchasing an e-reader. 
B. E-readers are replacing the books of old, and I welcome them with open arms (as you should). 
C. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-book is a book-length publication 
in digital 'form, consisting of text, images, or both, and produced on, published through, and 
readable on computers or other electronic devices. 
D. E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space, are environmentally friendly, 
and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books do not. _~. 

6) Based on its use in paragraph 4, it can be inferred that petite belongs to which of the following word 
families? 

A. jubilant, euphoric, playful 
B. compact, diminutive, little 
C. cute; attnicti:ve, charming 
D. light, airy, spacious 

7) Based on information in the passage, it can be inferred that War and Peace, Anna Karenina, and Les 
Miserab/es are all 

A. authored by Europeans 
B. dense and impenetrable · 
C. timeless classics · 
D. awkward or unwieldy 
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5. "I was conscious of my fancies as a butterfly I I was conscious of my individuality as a 
man ... " The lines imply that: 

a. He was capable ofboth the states 
b. He was confused 
c. Everything was ignorance 
d. Every conscious being is dual 

6. Kiswahili would be a good candidate as the language of the world since it: 
a. Is very less spoken and hence less powerful 
b. Is popular in Africa and exerts strong influence on other languages 
c. Hasn't grown on the coffm of other languages 
d. Is very simple to understand and learn 

7. Why did Balthazar shave? 
a. Since he was going to a rich man's house 
b. Since he looked ugly with a beard 
c. Since his wife felt it was not right for a public appearance 
d. Since he was going as a sales man 

8. What according to Thiong'o is the second mode of captivating the 'inferior' language? 
a. Demeaning the 'inferior language' 
b. Making the conqueror's language the official language 
c. Destroying all 'inferior literature' 

d. Ele:atin?.ili.tl~~~~ P-~~~ conqueror . . . . 1: 

9. "Yet all of1t happens mutter-silence! .. " What does Amitav Ghosh refer tom these lmes? 
a. The gathered people in his garden 
b. His being locked in the bedroom 
c. The mob with burning torches . 
d. His father's angerwhen he sees·the· gilir:;:L•,· 

10. "The stories of these riots are always the same." What does Ghosh refer to? 
a. In riots a lot of innocent people die 
b. Symbolic in~ul~ ~gget.: yiol~nce 
c; People 'of'atli'ie1igions\ slliternl:; I ru 

d. The mob doesn't listen to rea.Son 
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8) As used in paragraph 5, which is the best synonym for sustain? 
A. maintain 
B. allow 
C. enforce 
D. yield 

9) Which of the following, if true, would present the biggest challenge to the author's argument set forth in 
paragraph 5? 

A. Books are not made only from whole trees, but from wood chips and forest waste as well. 
B. The natural resources required to read an e-book on an e-reader are greater than the natural 
resources required to make a printed book. 
C. The results of a recent survey show that people who read e-books are more likely to be 
distracted during their reading and remember less of the book. 
D. Although the printing of the extremely popular Harry Potter book series had significant 
environmental impact, the Harry Potter movie series cost almost no trees to make and was also 
very well-liked. 

1 0) According to the author, which of the following reading tips and tools are offered by the e-reader? . 
I. line spacing customization 
II. the ability to quickly jump to the end of a book 
III. access to an online thesaurus at the touch of a finger 

A I only 
B. I and II only 
C. II and III only 
D. I, ll, and III 

Section C 
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Identify the most appropriate choic~ in each case: 

1. What makes the railway clerk happy? 
a. Going abroad, children's education 
b. Going to movies and gossip with friends 
c. Discussing politics and going abroad 
d. A better place to sit and movies 

2. " ... they tell ea~h other, howl old king Harsha's men I beat soft gongs I to stand a crowd to 
ten I thousand monks::~'"tWhat do'theseilines directly refer to? 

a. Value system 
\.: 

b. Honesty 
c. Discipline 
d. Lack of greed 

3. Through what do "Fulbright Indians" get a glimpse of Indian history? 
a. Mummies 
b. Museum glass 

. c:i" Tvorytie'.:.~ilis ·hoice in ,·oc!J cusc: 

d. Muslin 
4. The friend answered, 'go away." Why did he say so? 

a. Because the other was still ignorant 
b. Because he was wise ; j ~~-

c. Because of insufficient space 
d. Because of miscommunication 
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