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Answer ANY FIVE. Answers should be brief but precise. For any question, each 
J' part of the question must be answered. 

1. A. Wnat is Justice? Explain with appropriate examples what the concepts of 'equality' 
and 'equity' are and how they are related to the ethical concept of Distributive Justice. 
B. Consider the data table below and explain (a) whether it contains any issues related to 
justice, and (b) what could be commented from the ethical theory of'capability approach' 
on the figures in the table. -20-

2011 census Percentage of households Govt spending % of GOP on Public 
data without toilets health 
India 53.1% (63.6% in 2001) 3.56% in 2010 

Rural: 69.3% 
Urban: 18.6 

China 1% 12.07% in 2010 
Bangladesh 9-10% 3.48% in 2010 
Brazil 6-20% 7.08% in 2010 
Mexico About 30-35% 12.13%in2010 

(Ot:CD Health Data 2012) 

2. How does the theory of Utilitarianism advise us to decide which action is ethically 
'right' and which action is ethically 'wrong? Explain briefly. What is the 'problem of 
measurement' that this theory is supposed to have? Do you think that this problem is a 
genuine problem for Utilitarianism? Justify your answer. -20-

3. Explain what a non-consequentialist theory of ethics is. Exemplify your answer citing 
the basic ideas from Kant's Deontological Ethics. Also, read the case below, and explain 
why Kant's Deontology would find Eli Lilly's practice oftesting drugs on the homeless 
alcoholics ethically objectionable. 

Before a newly discovered drug is approved for sale, the US Food and Drug . 
Administration (FDA) requires that it be tested on healthy humans to determine if it has 
any dangerous side effects. Unfortunately, most healthy people will not take an untested 
substance that is not intended to cure them of anything and that may have crippling or 
deadly effects. Test subjects can die, suffer from paralysis, organ damage, and other 
chronically debilitating injuries. Eli Lilly, a large pharma company, however, discovered 
a group of 'volunteers' willing to take untested drugs for only $85 per day plus a free 
room and board: homeless alcoholics desperate for money found in the streets and in 



jails. Since tests run for months, the men can make a hefty sum for someone in their 
position. The tests provide enormous benefits to the society and many tests might not be 
performed at all except for the pool of homeless alcoholics. Moreover, providing the 
men with a warm bed, food, and money seems beneficial. But, the FDA requires that 
participants in such medical tests must give their "informed consent" and make a "truly 
voluntary and uncoerced decision". Some question whether the desperate circumstances 
of hungry, homeless, penniless alcoholics allow them to make any truly voluntary and 
unco,erced decision. When asked, one homeless alcoholic participant said that he had no 
idea" what kind of drug is being tested on him even though he has signed on an 
informed consent form. -20-

4. "No one is born good or bad; they only become so": Explain this claim from the 
perspective of Virtue Ethics. What, according to this theory, is a 'virtue' and· a 'vice'? 
And what is a life of virtues is supposed to lead to? -20-

5. Define the concept of a 'stakeholder, and explain why this concept may be considered 
as an important tool for ethical analysis of a situation. And, consider the case below and 
help Samidha to identify the stakeholders in order to make the 'right' choice. 

Samidha is a structural designer. After.the construction of a new building based 
on her innovative design has reached half-way, she finds a fault in her 
calculations that could result in its collapse under severe wind conditions. Such a 
collapse would endanger the occupants. Samidha informs the architect firm and 
the client, namely, the company which has undertaken the project. The architect 
firm and the client agree upon remedial construction, and necessary evacuation 
plans are developed. But both the client and architect strongly suggest that the 
situation should be kept secret. What, if anything, should Samidha do? -20-

6. Write short notes on: 
(a) Garret Hardin's notions of'tragedy of commons' and 'carrying capacity' 
(b) Lynn White's claim that Anthropocentrism is at the root of environmental abuse by 
humans 
(c) Environmental ethics 
(d) Deep Ecology -20-

-END-
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