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Answers should be brief but well-reasoned.

1. Read the case below and
(a) identify the ethical issues in the case, and
(b) justify why these issues are ethical In nature by the technical concept of 'moral
responsibility' and 'stakeholder'.

FIRE AT AMRI HOSPITAL KOLKATA3

AMR1 Dhakuria, a corporate hospital owned by the Emami-Shrachi Group, is located in a
densely populated area of south Kolkata. On December 9, 2011, there were about 160 patients
inside the newly built hospital annex building, a 7-story, centrally air-conditioned hospital. The
fire began at about 3 AM in the basement, where highly inflammable material was allegedly
stored. The cause of the fire and smoke was found to be the leakage of Helium gas from an MRl
machine kept at the hospital basement. Though the fire started at the basement, toxic smoke was
sucked in by the air-conditioning ducts and was carried to the rooms and corridors of the entire
building. Addl. Director General Fire Services said that the fire brigade was informed at 4.10
AM and it responded immediately. The road leading to the Annex building was so narrow and
congested that it was very difficult for the fire engines to access the burning building. Local
people noticed the fire around 3 AM. "Every door is locked, every window is locked," said a
local resident who tried to help. "We cannot bring any patient outside," he said, his anger visible.
The relatives of the patients who were waiting outside overnight also tried to enter to help the
trapped patients, but the security did not allow the pople to enter the Annex building.

Inside the hospital, there was total chaos - the whole building was engulfed in thick
smoke, and darkness. Carbon monoxide accumulated in the interiors of the centrally air-
conditioned building, but could not escape outside as the building was surrounded by a glass
facade which only helped to trap the toxic gas in. Had there been a proper air circulation unit,
many lives could have been saved. Batteries of smoke alarms were removed for some reason.
The incident took place over many hours throughout the night. There was enough time to
evacuate the patients, had there been a ramp, a fire exit and a proper evacuation plan. But, there
were no smoke warning lights, no other exits, no ramps, and no fire safety equipments in the
hospj~l.

91 people died of smoke inhalation or suffocation. Most of the dead were the unfortunate
invalid, infirm patients who were admitted for treatment and were not in a position to move by
themselves and died either from the bums, or from toxic fume inhalation in their sleep. Some of
them were in critical care (ICU) at the top floor and were wired to medical equipments.
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Throughout the morning, firemen were seen using ropes and ladders to enter the different floors
of the hospital; some windows had to be smashed. The rescued patients had to be brought down
using ropes. Three fire engines brought the situation under control only before noon, the sources
said. Fire department officials blamed the hospital for turning into a death trap, alleging that the
hospital did not have adequate fire-fighting facilities. AMRI management denied this. Families
of the victims and the government accused the hospital of ignoring basic fire safety laws; they
also say that after the fire began, doctors and staff members abandoned the patients.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister said that the fire services authorities and the police had
cautioned the AMRI Hospital authorities in September about its basement. "AMRI had given an
undertaking, but did not keep it," she said. The license of the hospital was cancelled after this
incident. -30-

2. Consider the following definition of Utilitarianism:
"Utilitarianism is the view that we should follow the opinion of the majority as long as
their decision provides me with more measurable economic benefits than costs, and that
is what is morally right".

Is this a correct definition of Utilitarianism? Justify your answer. If you think there are mistakes
in the definition, clearly identify the mistakes with proper explanation. -20-

3. Consider the following case and answer the given questions:
.. , ·CIDNA'S 'CANCER VILLAGES,4

Yanglingang residents count their home as one of China's "cancer villages" - small communities
near polluting factories where cancer rates have soared far above the national average. Chinese
media, academics and NGOs estimate that the country is home to 459 of them. New cases seem
to emerge monthly, each a painful reminder that China's past three decades of breakneck
economic growth have carried a tremendous human cost. Yanglingang is home to only a few
hundred people and at least 11 have died of cancer since 2003. In February, the ministry of
environmental protection mentioned cancer villages in its latest five-year plan - the only
ministry-level acknowledgement of the issue since it was first reported in 1998. Chinese NGOs
and activists hailed the report as a much-needed step towards environmental transparency. Yet
interviews in three cancer villages across two provinces revealed that many central and local
authorities continue to treat the issue as they long have: with denial, intimidation and silence.
Wuli is also described in China's media as one of the nation's so-called "cancer villages", a
legacy of the pollution caused by a chemical industrial park with 25 factories that was set up
there in 1992. Located about 220 kilometers southwest of Shanghai along the Qiantang river, the
water around Wuli has become filthy and undrinkable, and the air has become densely polluted.
Gaseous, bitter chemicals assault the nose, lingering on the tongue and itching the throat.
The situation in Wuli and Yanglingang is a depressingly familiar one around China, especially
along China's heavily industrialized eastern beltway where factories take advantage of the natural
waterways to expel toxic waste. More than 70 percent of China's rivers and lakes are polluted,
while underground water supplies in 90 percent of Chinese cities are contaminated, according to
government reports.
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3(a) What is an environmental right? What is its connection to human rights? Identify the
environmental and human rights that have been violated in the given case.
3(b) Explain the concept of carrying capacity. Which new environmental duties does this
concept imply? In the given case, which environmental duties have not been carried out?
3(c) Explain what is the paradigm of Sustainable Development. What kind of development does
the given case represent?
3(d) What is anthropocentrism? Explain with appropriate references to the case above.
Compare and contrast this concept with the Biocentric egalitarianism that Deep Ecology
promotes. -30-

4. For each of the following, answer if the behavior is ethically 'right' or 'wrong', and in each
case briefly but persuasively justify your answer using the theoretical frameworks of (a) Kant's
Ethics, OR (b) Virtue Ethics, OR (c) Justice. If there are ethical dilemmas involved, show
which overriding concerns according to you should resolve the dilemma:

4.1. To be friends with someone, tell him/her what he/she wants to hear, so that you can
borrow his / her well-organized class notes for exams.
4.2 To not share with your other friends what one of your friends has told you on the promise of
confidentially
4.3. To say nothing when your best friend tells you that he /she has managed to get a copy of
the questions to the final exam.
4.4. To lie to the parents of a friend to protect the friend, who you know issustaining his drug -
habits by selling drugs to others -20-


