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1. 'Friday has no command of words and therefore no defence against being re-shaped day by day in 
conformity with the desires of others. I say he is a cannibal and he becomes a cannibal; I say he is 
a laundryman and he becomes a laundryman. What is the truth of Friday? You will respond: he is 
neither cannibal nor laundryman, these are mere names, they do not touch his essence, he is a 
substantial body, he is himself, Friday is Friday. But that is not so. No matter what he is to 
himself (is he anything to himself? - how can he tell us?), what he is to the world is what I make 
of him.' 

Identity does not exist unless the world/society recognizes it- explain the statement in the light of 
the above passage. 

2. 'The virlualization of our daily lives, the experience that we are living more and more in an 
artificially constructed universe, gives rise to an irresistible to "return to the Real", to regain firm 
ground in some "real reality". The Real which returns has the status of another semblance: 
precisely because it is real, that is, on account of its traumatic/excessive character, we are unable 

to integrate it into what we experience as our reality, and are therefore compelled to experience it 
as a nightmarish apparition" 

It is the 'real' that we cannot integrate into our lives- explain 

3. 'that (unwittingly) terroristic imagination which dwells in all of us ... Which explains all the 
counter-phobic r~vings about exorcizing evil: it is because it [evil] is there, everywhere, like an 
obscure object of desire. Without this deep seated complicity, the event would not have had the 
resonance it has, and in their symbolic strategy the terrorists doubtless know that they can count 
on this unavowable complicity.' 

There is an unavowable complicity with evil do you agree or disagree - give reasons. 
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4. 'Cities rose on garbage, inch by inch, gaining elevation through the decades as buried debris 
increased. Garbage always got layered over or pushed to the e~ges, in a room or a landscape. But 
it had its o'Yll momentum. It pushed back. It pushed into every space available, dictating 
construction patterns and altering systems of ritual. And it produced rats and paranoia. People 
were compelled }o develop an organized response. This meant they had to come up with a 
resourceful means of disposal and build a social structure t9 carry .it out-workers, managers, 
haukrs, scavcr)gcrs. Civilization is built, history is driven.' 

Explain this passage from the novel by Thomas Pynchon. 

5. ' There is a balance, a kind of standoff between the time continuum and the human entity, our frail 
bundle of soma and psyche. We eventually succumb to time, it's true, but time depends on us. We 
carry it in our muscles and genes, pass it on to the next set of time -factoring creatures; our 
brown-eyed daughters and jug-eared sons, or how would the world keep going. Never mind the 
time theorists, the cesium devices that measure the life and death of the smallest slivery trillionth 
of 11 s~.;cond ... We rare·! the only crucial clocks, our minds and bodies, way stcttions for the 
distribution of time.' 

Explain this passage from the novel Underworld (1997) by Don DeLillo. 


