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Department of HSS
Mid-semester examination, Spring 2016

Students: 50

Indian Society, Literature and Culture (HS30040)

Time: 2 hours Marks: 30
Attempt all the questions

I. Read the poem given below
and answer the questions that
follow: 1X10 = 10

7.When youth as Spring
blooms in your body,
Eve-teasers shall prick you
with their thorny words;
All along your road
They may spread
a fiery net of jealousy.
Do not wilt in the heat of rumours.

1. 'It', heavy, too heavy, Papa, will
you please carry it a while?
I can hardly put another step,
my shoulders are aching,
my hands too.'

2. Mydarling girl is exhausted,
how burdensome is education
in this nation!

3. Are there just books in her bag?
How many workbooks!
Scale and crayon for the craft teacher,
a calendar picture of Amitabh Bachchan
to please the movie-mad Miss.

4. I take her school bag,
and the water bag too.
How relieved is she!
She heaves a sigh of relief
and turns to look at me,
smiles, and writes her
innocent gratitude
with her beaming eyes.
She tells herself that
she needs none but her father.
Crimson colours her face.

8. The hall of marriage is now
a cattle market.
There might be some
who exist to foil your worth
from the moment you enter
with your right foot front.
Look up, speak firm,
don't give in, ever.

9. They may weigh the worth
of gold on your body,
the worth of your Papa's home,
and the worth of your Papa too!
Learn to hide the ocean of tears
in the pearl of your soul.

10. Alas! This burden you bear
is your never-ending tale;
as wife, as mother,
and at last as grandmother;
you need to dance to .
the tune of your children too - bearmg
the burden that cannot be shrugged.

5· Papa will walk up to the school gate,
till then, you may walk with
your arms swinging;
but from there on, you will
have to carry this load,
your own burden.

11.You are Truth,
even when burnt in life;
You are the tolerant Earth,
a ripple of divine power.

*****

6. No journeys are forever;
There are no paths that do not end.
We move only to halt again.

1. 'Crimson colours her face' (stanza 4)
suggests:
a. The colour of her face
b. Blush
c. Sense of shame
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d. Sense of guilt b. It resembles a story, a tale
c. It has to be endured till death
d. It has a long history2. Why does the poet say, 'the hall of

marriage is now a cattle market?
a. Many people want to marry
b. Marriage is a noisy affair
c. Marriage has become commercial
d. Marriages don't last long

10. Which of the following could be the
most apt title for the poem?
a. Burden
b. Death
c. Education
d. Life3· 'burden' in stanza 5 refers to:

a. Burden of the school bag
b. Burden of the body
c. Burden oflife
d. Burden of education

II. Answer ANYTWO of the
following questions in not
more than 300 words each:
10X2=20

4· 'they' in stanza 9 refers to:
a. The in-laws
b. Society
c. Friends
d. Relatives

5· The 'eyes beam' in stanza 4 because
of:
a. Wonder
b. Revelation
c. Gratefulness
d. Greatness

1. Siddhartha wished to reach
for god, but finally ended up
reaching people. In the
article by Lankesh, trace how
this process turns a noble
prince into an enlightened
saint.

6. Meaning of 'wilt' in stanza 7:
a. Rebel against
b. Succumb to
c. Evaporate
d. Lose strength

2. Why does the poetic persona
find it difficult to answer the
question "are you happy?"
Bring out the answer with
reference to the poem by
Mamta Kalia.

7· 'you need to dance to the tune ...'
suggests:
a. Women are not free
b. Women are best dancers
c. Women always enjoy
d. Women are scared

3. Bring out how the noted
poet, K Satchidanandan
evokes a wide spectrum of
'touch' in the poem "The
Touch"?

8. If Shell is to Pearl, what is to Soul?
(reference: stanza 9)
a. God
b. Body
c. Mind
d. Spirit

9· The poet says the burden is 'a never
ending tale' because:
a. It is forever


