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I. No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be; 

Am an attendant lord, one that will do 

To swell a progress, start a scene or two 

Advice the Prince; no doubt an easy tool, 

Deferential, glad to be of use, 

Politic, cautious and meticulous; 

Full of high sentence but a bit obtuse; 

At times, indeed, almost ridiculous---

Almost, at times, the Fool. 

This is not an era of grand breakthroughs and solutions, but that of minor interventions, of being 
utilizable. Do you agree? Answer with reference to the lines above. 

II. May be when we die the first thing we will say is, 'I know this feeling l was here before'. 
These lines from Don DeLillo's White Noise, negates that sense of 'new beginning' associated 
with death. Do you agree? 

Ill. "Time seems to pass. The world happens, unrolling into moments ... you know more surely 
who you are on a strong bright day after a storm when this smallest falling leaf is stabbed 
with self-awareness. The wind makes a sound in the pines and the world comes into being 
and the spider rides the wind swayed web". 

You need an apocalypse to renew your bond with the world. Do you agree? Answer with 
reference to the lines above. 



IV. 

v. 

VI. 

Thomas Pvnchon's Inherent Vice naturalises what the civilization sidelines as seedy. 
creepy and vulgar. Do you agree? Answer with reference to the· passage discussed in the 
class. 

It was not a street anymore but a world, a time and space of falling ash and near 
night. He was walking north through rubble and mud and there were people running 
past holding towels to their faces or jackets over their heads. They had 
handkerchiefs pressed to their mouths. They had shoes in their hands, a woman with 
a shoe in each hand, running past him. They ran and fell, some of them, confused 
and ungainly, with debris coming down around them, and there were people taking 
shelter under cars. 

What the writer Don DeLillo foregrounds in this passage is the constituent hidden energy 
of the world. Do you agree? 

The instant he knew he loved her, she slipped down his body and out of his arms. Then she 
wedged herself through the narrow opening in the boards and he watched her cross the street. 
Nothing moved out there. She was the lone stroke of motion, crew and extras gone, equipment 
gone, and she was cool and silvery slim and walking head-high, with technical precision. towards 
the last trailer in the service station. where she would tind her clothes, dress quickly, and 
disappear. 

The line debunks the ethereal notion of love and makes it tantamount to the 
banal, commonplace acts of lovemaking. Do you agree? Discuss with reference 
to the passage above. 




